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Inspiring and mentoring youth is one of the most rewarding parts 
of CAF membership. Many of us take pride in sharing our passion 
for aviation and history with younger generations, as is evident 
by the engaging programs I see coming out of our units across 
the country. This special flavor of education and inspiration is 
something the CAF does very well, and our efforts are hard to 
match by any other group. We’ve got years of experience and 
a treasure trove of dedicated members who have made that 
a reality. 

Even so, we still believe there are ways we can improve. One 
way to enhance the professionalism of our interactions with 
America’s youth is by partnering with prestigious organizations 
that specialize in working with different age groups to develop 
better programming with the aid of their expertise. The ultimate 
goal is a well-respected and impactful program based on sound 
guidelines backed by research and experience.

At the recent Wing Staff Conference, CAF Education hosted a 
session on youth protection where we presented our goals to 
establish and standardize a certification process for members 
that interact with youth. We had some very productive discussions 
and received great feedback from those in attendance. The need 
to ensure a safe environment for youth under our supervision at 
CAF activities was among the more significant topics raised.

One of the direct outcomes of that meeting is an innovative new 
partnership between the CAF and Exploring, an affiliate program 

of the Boy Scouts of America, to create a robust program that 
addresses the importance of youth protection—the CAF Direct 
Service Advisor program.

This new program allows the CAF to benefit from Exploring’s 
decades of experience in youth career education programming, 
run by a network of adult volunteers around the country. CAF 
members can now participate in their established training and 
vetting procedure, which is considered a leading youth protection 
program in the industry.

Looking out for the best interests of youth that participate in 
CAF events requires the commitment of all CAF units, and the 
CAF strongly expects you to participate in this program if you 
participate in events or programs that include youth. 

Educating the next generation to appreciate the lessons of 
World War II is central to our mission. Youth are the future of 
our organization and one of our biggest assets…and certainly 
one of our treasures! By taking up these efforts, your unit—and 
the CAF as a whole—is raising the bar to create the high quality 
programs our communities expect from the CAF.

To learn more, log on to CAFeducation.org. And, of course, if 
you have any questions, concerns or ideas, please contact me 
directly at bshepard@cafhq.org or (877) 767-7175, ext. 114.  

by Bill Shepard

CAF Education Connection
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