
Aleutian Islands 
CAMPAIGN

August 2018 | Volume 43 | Number 8

VISITING OUR FRIENDS TO THE NORTH

The P-39 
Airacobra

CAF-236503_AugDisp.indd   1 8/2/18   12:04 PM



21T H R O U G H  F L I G H T,  E X H I B I T I O N  &  R E M E M B R A N C E  w w w. c o m m e m o r a t i v e a i r f o r c e . o r g  H  A u g u s t  2 0 1 8  H  T H E  D I S P AT C H

PH
OT

O 
BY

 C
HR

IS
TO

PH
ER

 E
BD

ON

Hello CAF Colonels, my name is Shannon Page, and I am the new 
CAF Education Coordinator. I am very excited to be in this new 
role. I have been working in the field of informal education for 
many years now, motivated by the desire to be the adult I wished 
I had around when I was a kid and to spread the word that all 
things are learnable if you dedicate the time and effort. 

My original plan was to be a math and science teacher, but I 
ended up starting my career in the legal world. Working in law 
sharpened my analytical, logical, and organizational skills, but it 
was not fulfilling. After the sudden and unexpected death of my 
mother, I decided to move into a more rewarding field. I left my 
legal job and found a position where I could put my Bachelor of 
Education degree to good use.

My first role, after making the shift to education was at the 
Old Red Museum of Dallas County History and Culture, where I 
eventually worked my way up to Director of Education. There I 
designed and executed educational programs that brought to life 
real-world applications of history, technology, entrepreneurship, 
leadership, and the legal system for students of all ages. It was 
at Old Red Museum that I found my inspiration to commit to the 
arena of informal education. Our clientele was mostly schools in 
low-income areas, and it was a delight to pull back the curtain 
and show students that it was possible to become successful 
through innovation and dedication. I put together mock trials, 
station-based learning environments, and I gave tours in one 
of Dallas’ oldest, most seen but most misunderstood buildings. 
My time there helped shape how I view field trip experiences: I 
made sure that each one was packed with information, life skills, 
and fun.

After several years at Old Red Museum, I moved on to a position 
at the Perot Museum of Nature and Science, ultimately becoming 
its first Manager of Family and Youth Programs. There, I worked 
in the fast-paced and extremely popular Discovery Camps and 
organized the FIRST® LEGO League (FLL) robotics competition 
for the North Texas Region. It was during this time that I picked 
up a wealth of knowledge in how to design compelling programs 
and how to keep calm in any circumstance. 

Children involved in organized sports get lots of opportunities to 
feel the thrill of competition and achievement, students interested 
in more academic pursuits rarely get that experience. With FLL, 
I saw firsthand the importance of praise and competition for 
students interested in Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM). Before organizing the season and championship, I 
did not always consider how framing an engineering activity as 
a competition could be so worthwhile, even if the students are 
competing against themselves. Competition is not everything, 
but it can be a great way to show real-life parallels of hard work 
paying off and/or how to recover from a loss.

When I saw the job posted for an Education Coordinator at the 
CAF, I knew the position was right for me. The CAF Headquarters 
programs combine history, leadership, and education - All areas 
with the power to transform young people. Plus, by using the 
aircraft and aviation as a hook, it can open students’ eyes to a 
better future; one that is accessible to all socioeconomic levels 
without necessarily requiring a college degree. I look forward 
to learning more about the CAF and I look forward to helping 
you share your enthusiasm with the next generation. Through 
our dedication to education, the lessons of history will live on 
for decades.  

CAF Education Connection

Introducing 
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